Brain abscess: a complication of oesophageal dilatations.
A 16-month-old boy underwent oesophageal dilatations following an unsuccessful attempt to locally resect a 3 cm long lye stricture. He then developed a brain abscess which was surgically drained. Subsequently, a right colon interposition was performed to bypass the stricture. Following oesophageal dilatations, bacteraemia and fever are common but the occurrence of metastatic brain abscesses is rare. This serious complication should be kept in mind when long-term treatment by repeated oesophageal dilatations is planned.